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WILL  CONGRESS  MEET  THE  CRITICAL  ISSUES? 


Precious  little  time  remains  this 
session  (or  Congress  to  work  on  a 
number  of  crucial  questions  facing 
the  nation.  If  the  House  Judiciary 
Cmte.  reports  an  impeachment  bill, 
the  House  could  be  preoccupied  with 
that  issue  in  July.  If  the  House  votes 
impeachment,  a  Senate  trial  could 
continue  into  October. 

So  where  does  that  leave  the  issues 
of  public  financing  of  elections,  ade¬ 
quate  health  care  for  all,  the  presence 
of  nearly  500,000  U.S.  troops  in  for¬ 
eign  countries  and  stepped  up  military 
aid  to  Saigon?  How  does  this  affect 
attempts  to  bring  forth  the  issues  in 
the  1974  elections? 

For  the  truth  is  that  one  of  the 
consequences  of  Watergate  and  the 
flood  that  followed  is  that  it  has 
diminished  in  the  public  eye  some 
of  the  other  questions  which  demand 
attention. 

CAMPAIGN  HNANCING.  One 
of  the  myriad  of  problems  unearthed 
by  Watergate  and  the  governmental 
crisis  of  confidence  has  been  the  need 
for  a  new  system  of  financing  our 
elections.  The  need  seems  to  be  for 
a  system  of  mixed  public  and  private 
financing. 

SENATE  ACTION 

The  Senate  passed  a  strong  cam¬ 
paign  reform  bill  on  April  11  after 
13  days  of  debate.  The  big  vote  had 
come  two  days  earlier  when  pro¬ 
ponents  reached  the  two-thirds  ma¬ 
jority  (64-30)  needed  to  invoke  clo¬ 
ture  and  end  a  filibuster  waged  by 
Sen.  James  Allen,  Ala.  An  earlier 
attempt  to  end  the  filibuster  had 
failed  April  4  (60-36). 

HOUSE  ACTION 

The  bill  went  to  the  House  where 
it  is  receiving  stiff  opposition,  es- 
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pecially  from  Chairman  Wayne  Hays 
(Ohio)  of  the  House  Administration 
Cmte.  Hays  is  delaying  committee 
action  at  this  point. 

SENATE  PROVISIONS 

The  Senate-passed  bill  creates  a 
non-mandatory  mixed  system  of  pub¬ 
lic  and  private  financing  for  all  fed¬ 
eral  elections.  During  primary  cam¬ 
paigns,  candidates  would  be  eligible 
for  one-to-one  matching  grants  of  all 
small  contributions  after  they  had 
demonstrated  an  ability  to  raise  a 
specified  amount  in  small  private  gifts. 

During  general  election  campaigns, 
major  party  candidates  may  choose 
full  public  financing  up  to  an  expendi¬ 
ture  limit  of  124  times  the  voting-age 
population,  part  public  financing  or 
no  public  financing.  If  candidates 


choose  less  than  full  public  financ¬ 
ing,  they  may  raise  the  balance  up 
to  the  spending  limit  from  private 
contributions. 

PUBLIC  HNANCING  IN  THE  HOUSE 

Many  members  of  the  House  seem 
to  prefer  a  system  of  matching  grants 
for  all  small  contributions.  Propo¬ 
nents  of  this  method  claim  it  would 
be  better  than  the  Senate-passed  sys¬ 
tem  because  it  would  help  stimulate 
citizen  participation. 

This  type  of  public  financing  has 
both  strong  and  weak  points.  It  would 
in  fact  strengthen  incentive  for  in¬ 
dividual  participation  and  it  is  a 
simpler  method  to  insure  third  party 
candidates.  The  major  disadvantage 
is  that  incumbents,  who  are  already 
well  known,  can  attract  a  greater 
number  of  small  contributions  than 
can  most  challengers. 

Your  letter  to  your  Representative 
is  very  important  now  to  support  a 
strong  campaign  reform  bill,  which 
contains  some  form  of  public  financ¬ 
ing.  Write  for  FCNL's  paper,  "Eight 
Questions  on  Public  Financing." 
(Send  donation  to  cover  costs  of  this 
and  other  FCNL  publications  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Newsletter.) 

NATIONAL  HEALTH.  Chairman 
Wilbur  Mills  of  the  House  Ways  and 
Means  Cmte.  started  hearings  in  late 
April  which  will  continue  on  succeed¬ 
ing  Fridays  into  the  coming  weeks. 
One  of  the  first  witnesses  was  Health 
Secy.  Caspar  Weinberger  who  called 
the  recently  introduced  Kennedy- 
Mills  plan  (H.R.  13870,  S.  3286)  too 
costly. 

FCNL  feels  that  both  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  (H.R.  12684)  and  the 
Kennedy-Mills  proposals  are  inade- 
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quate.  (Write  to  FCNL  for  "Back-  | 
ground  to  the  Issues,  G-31,  on  the 
Kennedy-Mills  plan.  Also  write  for 
an  up-dated  table  on  "Major  National 
Health  Insurance  Plans,"  G-33.) 

What's  wrong  %vith  Kennedy-Mills? 
For  one  thing,  already  heavily  taxed 
Americans  would  be  required  to  pay 
up  to  3%  of  their  income  to  the 
S^ial  Security  Administration  to  keep 
the  proposed  system  moving,  plus  the 
fact  that  a  family  would  be  faced 
with  an  additional  "deductible"  of  up 
to  $300  ($150  for  an  individual).  Still 
further,  the  individual  and  family 
would  continue  to  have  to  pay  25% 
of  most  other  health  service  charges. 

Then,  after  the  individual  or  fam¬ 
ily  had  exhausted  $1,000.00  in  out-of- 
pocket  medical  expenses  over  and 
above  their  previously  paid  taxes,  the 
system  would  start  to  pay  for  all 
covered  services. 

Among  the  amendments  FCNL 
would  recommend  would  be  one  to 
eliminate  all  deductibles  and  co- 
insurance  (the  requirement  for  the 
25%  charge  after  the  deductibles  are 
charged). 

MILITARY  LEVELS,  FUNDS. 
World  War  II  has  been  over  nearly 
30  years.  The  Cold  War  is  ended. 
The  U.S.  has  improved  relations  with 
the  Soviet  Union  and  the  People's 
Republic  of  China.  U.S.  troops  have 
been  withdrawn  from  South  Vietnam. 
So  why  are  there  still  300,000  Amer¬ 
ican  military  men  in  Europe  and 
172,000  in  Asia?  Why  aren't  these 
forces  brought  home  and  demobilized? 

Our  nation  should  develop  eco¬ 
nomic  and  political  forums  to  discuss 
problems  with  the  rest  of  the  world 
community,  instead  of  wielding  a 
military  club.  Why  is  the  U.S.  De¬ 
fense  Dept,  budget  in  fact  the  U.S. 
foreign  policy  budget? 

These  issues  and  questions  focus 
on  the  military  authorization  bills  for 
Fiscal  1975  (S.  3000/H.R.  12564) 
which  were  expected  to  come  to  the 
House  and  Senate  floors  from  mid- 
May  up  to  early  June.  The  bills  would: 

#  Set  manpower  levels  at  2,152,123 
for  active  troops. 

#  Authorize  $13.8  billion  for  pro¬ 
curement  of  aircraft,  missiles,  and 
other  weapons. 

#  Authorize  $9.3  billion  for  research 
and  development  of  missiles,  aircraft 


and  other  components  (including  $499 
million  for  the  B-1  bomber). 

#  Authorize  up  to  $1.6  billion  for 
South  Vietnamese  military  forces. 

The  FCNL  calls  for: 

#  Withdrawal  and  demobilization 
of  at  least  100,000  of  the  nearly 
500,000  U.S.  troops  stationed  in  for¬ 
eign  coimtries. 

#  Elimination  of  military  aid  to 
South  Vietnam. 

#  Major  cuts  in  procurement,  and 
research  and  development  funds  for 
weapons  systems.  An  amendment  by 
Rep.  Otis  Pike,  N.Y.,  and  Sen.  George 
McGovern,  S.  D.,  would  cut  funding 
for  the  controversial  B-1.  Senate  Ma¬ 
jority  Leader  Mansfield  plans  amend¬ 
ments  to  cut  U.S.  land-based  troops 
overseas  by  40%  over  three  years. 
Rep.  Ron  Dellufiis,  Calif.,  would  cut 
200,000  U.S.  overseas  troops  in  one 
year. 

INTERNATIONAL  ASSISTANCE. 
Following  the  House  defeat  of  the 
International  Development  Associa¬ 
tion  (IDA)  authorization  bill  258  to 
155  on  January  23,  the  Administra¬ 
tion  began  active  efforts  to  revive  it 
in  the  Senate.  Hearings  have  been 
held  and  a  bill  is  being  readied  for 
Senate  floor  action  which  would  pro¬ 
vide  for  a  four-year  U.S.  commitment 
to  IDA  at  $375  million  a  year. 

But  now  the  Administration  is 
pushing  IDA  to  make  a  major  loan 
to  the  Thieu  administration  of  South 
Vietnam.  The  Administration  sig¬ 
nalled  this  clear  intention  in  March. 
An  IDA  loan  to  Thieu  would  reduce 
funds  available  to  other  countries  like 
India,  achieve  the  Administration  goal 
of  "multinationalizing"  aid  to  Thieu, 
and  help  legitimate  Thieu's  claim  to 
represent  all  of  South  Vietnam,  de¬ 
spite  the  fact  that  the  Paris  Agree¬ 
ments  of  January,  1973  also  recognize 
the  Provisional  Revolutionary  Gov¬ 
ernment  as  a  claimant. 

INDOCHINA.  Congress  is  show¬ 
ing  increasing  skepticism  about  aid 
to  South  Vietnam. 

The  House  on  April  4  dealt  the 
Administration  and  its  own  Armed 
Services  Committee  a  major  defeat 
by  refusing  to  grant  the  Pentagon's 
request  to  increase  the  Fiscal  Year 
1974  ceiling  on  South  Vietnam  mili¬ 
tary  aid  above  the  $1,126  billion  pre¬ 
viously  authorized.  The  vote  to  reject 
Armed  Services  Cmte.  Chmn.  Hebert's 
compromise  motion  to  add  $274  mil¬ 


lion  was  177-154.  Reps.  Pike  and 
Addabo,  N.Y.;  Giaimo,  Conn.;  Nedzi 
and  Esch,  Mich.;  Conte,  Mass.,  and 
Whalen,  Ohio,  led  the  opposition. 

The  Senate  Armed  Services  Cmte. 
also  agreed  not  to  raise  the  ceiling  but 
said  an  "accounting  mistake"  of  $266 
million  by  the  Pentagon  might  be 
used  to  provide  additional  funds  for 
Thieu! 

Other  battles  are  coming  up,  since 
the  Administration  is  asking  for  in¬ 
creases  in  almost  every  single  item  of 
Vietnam  and  Cambodia  funding  over 
1973  Congressional  appropriations. 

There  is  considerable  agreement 
that  military  aid  to  Indochina  should 
be  going  down,  not  up.  There  is 
less  realization  that  economic  aid, 
often  misleadingly  dubbed  "recon¬ 
struction"  aid,  can  be  just  as  injurious 
when  it  supports  a  repressive  regime 
and  prevents  progress  in  implement¬ 
ing  the  Paris  Agreements  of  January, 
1973. 

Rep.  Michael  Harrington,  Mass., 
April  10  in  criticizing  Administration 
requests  for  more  funds  for  "refugee 
relief"  reinforced  testimony  Diane 
Jones  had  given  for  FCNL  March  28 
before  a  Senate  Appropriations  Sub- 
cmte.  Harrington  noted  that  the 
Vietnam  refugee  programs  are  a 
"near  total  shambles"  plagued  by  cor¬ 
ruption  and  extraneous  political  and 
paramilitary  motivation.  He  called 
for  a  full-scale  Congressional  investi¬ 
gation  of  them. 

Nixon  in  late  April's  foreign  aid 
request  asked  $939.8  million  for  Indo¬ 
china  reconstruction.  He  asked  $750 
million  for  South  Vietnam,  $110  mil¬ 
lion  for  Cambodia,  $55  million  for 
Laos  and  another  $28  million  to  keep 
the  programs  going.  No  funds  were 
sought  for  reconstruction  of  North 
Vietnam. 

FOREIGN  AID,  MIDEAST.  In  a 
move  to  work  both  sides  of  the 
Mideast  fence.  President  Nixon  asked 
$5.18  billion  in  Fiscal  1975  foreign 
aid  funds  in  late  April,  including  $250 
million  for  help  to  Egypt,  plus  an¬ 
other  $100  million  in  a  special  ftmd 
that  possibly  could  be  used  for  Syria 
and  for  Palestinian  refugees. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Administra¬ 
tion  sought  $300  million  in  military 
credit  sales  to  Israel  and  $130  million 
in  military  grants  and  credits  to 
Jordan.  Hie  money  for  Egypt  was 
not  intended  for  military  purposes, 
according  to  the  White  House.  The 
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special  fund  includes  provision  for 
peace-keeping  forces  and  refugee  aid 
or  settlement. 

CUBA.  Congressional  support  for 
eventual  detente  with  Cuba  surfaced 
in  late  April.  The  Senate  Foreign  Re¬ 
lations  Cmte.  approved  a  resolution 
April  22  (12-0)  advocating  a  new 
Cuban  policy,  based  on  friendship  be¬ 
tween  the  U.S.  and  Cuban  people. 
Rep.  Charles  Whalen,  Ohio,  and  four 
other  Republicans  the  same  day  intro¬ 
duced  H.R.  14281  for  repeal  of  all 
the  economic  sanctions  against  Cuba. 
A  similar  bill  is  H.R.  13821  by  Rep. 
Harrington,  Mass.,  who  also  has  in¬ 
troduced  H.  J.  Res.  900  for  repeal  of 
the  1962  Resolution  which  authorizes 
military  intervention  at  the  Presi¬ 
dent's  discretion.  A  similar  bill  for 
repeal,  by  Sen.  Claiborne  Pell,  R.I. 
(S.  2802)  has  a  good  chance  of  pass¬ 
ing.  Now  there  are  reports  that  the 
Administration  is  agreeable  to  repeal. 
Write  to  FCNL  for  "Blocks  to  Cuban 
Detente  Removed"  (G-30),  "Our 
Cuban  Policy  of  Isolation"  (includes 
reprint  from  The  Times  of  the  Amer¬ 
icas)  (G-32),  and  "Republicans  for 
Havana  Detente"  and  "Foreign  Rela¬ 
tions  Committee  Approves  Cuba  De¬ 
tente  Resolution"  (both  G-34). 

CHILE.  Chile's  military  rulers  are 
continuing  to  disregard  basic  human 
rights,  and  concerned  persons  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  write  or  cable  protests  to 
Gen.  Augusto  Pinochet,  Santiago  (no 
further  address  needed). 

Rep.  Bella  Abzug,  N.Y.,  telegraphed 
protests  in  early  April,  signed  by  13 
House  colleagues:  Badillo,  Rangel, 
Bingham,  Holtzman  and  Koch,  N.Y.; 
Brown,  Dellums,  Edwards,  Stark  and 
Waldie,  Calif.;  Fraser,  Minn.;  Har¬ 
rington,  Mass.;  and  Won  Pat,  Guam. 

SEABED/ FISH.  Sam  Levering  testi¬ 
fied  April  26  before  the  Senate  Com¬ 
merce  Cmte.  against  identical  bills 
(S.  1899,  Magnuson,  Wash.;  H.R. 
8655,  Studds,  Mass.)  which  would 
grant  an  immediate  extension  of  U.S. 
exclusive  fishing  jurisdiction  to  200 
miles. 

Write  to  Levering  at  the  FCNL 
address  for  a  copy  of  his  testimony. 

TRADE.  ".  .  .  we  are  deeply  trou¬ 
bled  that  the  pending  legislation  does 
not  address  itself  sufficently  to  the 
specific  interests  of  the  consumers," 
said  Doreen  L.  Brown  before  the 
Senate  Finance  Cmte.  April  2,  on  the 
Trade  Reform  Act  of  1973  (H.R. 

(Continued  on  page  4) 
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The  Health,  Education  and  Welfare  Dept.  (HEW)  has  just  published  important 
information'  on  the  impact  of  federal  budgetary  outlays  for  the  poor  over  a  six-year  period. 
The  "poor"  are  defined  as  a  non-farm  family  of  four  making  $4,247.00  or  less. 

Graph  1  above  indicates  what  percentage  of  total  federal  budgetary  outlays  are  actually 
spent  for  the  poor.  This  figure  has  remained  constant  for  the  last  three  years  at  10.6% 
of  the  total  budget,  thus  contradicting  Administration  rhetoric  that  it  is  spending  a  greater 
percentage  of  the  federal  budget  on  human  services  than  ever  before. 

Graph  2.  Poverty  programs  traditionally  are  broken  down  into  two  categories. 

(1)  The  Human  Investment  category  includes  all  those  programs  «vhich  are  designed  to 
help  people  out  of  the  cycle  of  poverty.  These  programs  include  education,  the  development 
of  work  skills,  and  community  and  economic  development. 

(2)  The  Human  Maintenance  category  includes  programs  which  meet  basic  needs  of  life 
such  as  income  support,  food  and  housing  assistance,  and  health  programs.  Within  this 
category  funds  can  be  divided  into  two  parts : 

(a)  Open-ended  programs  where  benefits  must  be  provided  to  all  legally  eligible  persons 
applying  for  the  benefits,  no  matter  what  the  cost.  Examples  are  Social  Security,  Public 
Assistance,  Food  Stamps,  Medicare,  and  Medicaid.  Increased  spending  of  these  funds  results 
from  people  becoming  eligible  and  applying  for  them,  not  from  any  conscious  program 
decision  by  the  Administration. 

(b)  Non-open-ended  programs  which  include  only  those  monies  requested  in  the  budget 
and  appropriated  by  the  Congress.  This  means  that  no  matter  what  the  number  of 
applicants,  there  is  a  fixed  amount  of  money  that  can  be  spent.  This  category  includes 
Comprehensive  Manp>ower  Assistance,  Elementary  and  Secondary  Education,  Office  of 
Economic  Opportunity  (OEO),  Child  Nutrition  programs.  Commodities  to  Schools  and 
Special  Milk  programs.  Emergency  Employment  Assistance,  Human  Development,  and  Health 
Services. 

'Write  for  Mtral  Outlays  BanaStlng  tha  Poor — Summary  Tablaa,  HEW/ASPE/OPS  (March  1974),  from 
Office  of  Program  Systems,  Room  4639,  HEW  North  Building,  Washington,  0.  C.  20201. 
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10710).  Her  testimony  was  for  the 
Consumer  Education  Council  on 
World  Trade,  of  which  FCNL  is  a 
participating  organization.  Write  to 
FCNL  for  a  copy. 

EDUCATION-BUSING.  The 
House  passed  H.R.  69,  March  27, 
authorizing  over  $18  billion  to  extend 
major  federal  programs  in  elementary 
and  secondary  education  over  a  four- 
year  period.  By  a  vote  of  293-117  the 
House  adopted  a  stringent  anti-busing 
amendment  sponsored  by  Rep. 

Marvin  Esch,  Mich. 

The  amendment  incorporated  the 
exact  text  of  President  Nixon's  pro¬ 
posed  Equal  Education  Opportunities 
Act  which  died  in  a  Senate  filibuster 
in  1972.  It  prohibits  busing  of  school- 
children  to  achieve  racial  balance  un¬ 
less  other  alternatives  (such  as  per¬ 
mitting  students  to  transfer  to  schools 
with  a  minority  of  their  race)  have 
failed.  The  Senate  bill,  S.  1539,  will 
be  on  the  floor  soon.  An  anti-busing 
amendment  similar  to  the  House  bill, 
already  has  been  intioduced  by  Sen. 

Edward  Gurney,  Fla. 

LOW-INCOME  HOUSING.  The 
Housing  Subcmte.  of  the  House  Bank¬ 
ing  and  Currency  Cmte.  was  marking 
up  housing  legislation  at  Newsletter 
press  time  which  is  expected  to  come 
before  the  full  Committee  within  a 
few  weeks.  If  passed,  this  legislation 
would  seriously  compromise  efforts  to 
provide  very  low  income  people  with 
decent  housing  at  rents  they  can 
afford. 

In  an  effort  to  stimulate  movement 
for  a  housing  program  that  would 
truly  serve  the  needs  of  very  low 
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income  people.  Rep.  Parren  Mitchell, 
Md.,  and  17  co-sponsors  introduced 
H.R.  13985,  which  would  reinstate 
the  public  housing  program  in  an  im¬ 
proved  form.  This  legislation  was 
drafted  by  an  informal  coalition  of 
organizations  (including  FCNL)  which 
is  concerned  with  providing  housing 
for  poor  people.  Copies  of  the 
Mitchell  bill  and  his  introductory 
speech,  as  well  as  other  information 
on  low-income  housing  are  available 
from  FCNL. 

LEGAL  SERVICES  FOR  THE 
POOR.  H.R.  7824  was  expected  on 
the  floor  of  both  houses  by  mid-May. 
In  the  past  month  there  has  been 
widespread  expression  of  support  for 
the  Senate  version  of  H.R.  7824.  More 
than  half  the  States'  governors,  ap¬ 
proximately  200  mayors;  well  over 
100  state  and  local  bar  presidents 
and  numerous  civic  and  organiza¬ 
tional  leaders  have  expressed  their 
support.  Calls  or  telegrams  of  sup¬ 
port  from  constituents  are  needed. 

OFHCE  OF  ECONOMIC  OPPOR¬ 
TUNITY  (OEO).  The  House  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Labor  Cmte.  reported  a  bill 
April  30  that  transfers  OEO  programs 
to  HEW  (Health,  Education,  Welfare 
Dept.).  A  Community  Action  Agency 
would  be  set  up  in  HEW  and  the 
first  year  appropriation  would  be  $330 
million.  A  veto  is  certain,  so  all  Rep¬ 
resentatives  should  be  contacted  to 
support  this  bill  (H.R.  14449). 


names  and  addresses  of  office  seek¬ 
ers  who  you  think  are  interested, 
and  we  will  send  them  our  Special 
Elections  Packet.  This  includes  the 
FCNL  Taxation,  Health  and  overall 
policy  statements;  Voting  Record  and 
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for  Candidates;  an  updated  chart  of 
"Major  National  Health  Insurance 
Plans,"  and  a  paper  on  military  spend¬ 
ing:  "Some  Questions  Americans  May 
Want  to  Ask  Themselves." 

CHANGES.  The  latest  personnel 
change  announced  among  Senators 
and  Congressmen  is  that  of  Rep. 
Robert  Steele,  Conn.,  who  is  resign¬ 
ing  to  run  for  Governor.  The  total 
now  is  43  Representatives  who  won't 
be  back  next  year  because  of  resigna¬ 
tions  and  retirements,  and  six  in  the 
Senate. 
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Bsittee.  Seeking  to  follow  the  lead¬ 
ings  of  the  Spirit,  the  FCNL  speaks 
for  itself  and  for  Uke^siaded 
Friensls.  No  erganixatioa  can  spedk 
oflicially  for  the  ReUghns  Saeisljr 
of  Friensls. 
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ELECTIONS.  Will  you  raise  ques¬ 
tions  with  U.S.  Senate  and  House 
candidates  in  your  area?  Send  us 
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FIND  NEW  CONTRIBUTORS 

Will  you  double  your  state’s 
representation  for  FCNL? 
Each  contributor  is  being  sent 
a  chart  indicating  the  number 
of  donors  in  each  state  and 
the  anfKHint  of  money  contrib¬ 
uted  in  the  past  two  years. 
Each  person  is  encouraged  to 
find  one  new  contributor  in 
1974  in  order  to  double  that 
state’s  representation. 
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10710).  Her  testimony  was  for  the 
Consumer  Education  Council  on 
World  Trade,  of  which  FCNL  is  a 
participating  organization.  Write  to 
FCNL  for  a  copy. 

EDUCATION-BUSING.  The 
House  passed  H.R.  69,  March  27, 
authorizing  over  $18  billion  to  extend 
major  federal  programs  in  elementary 
and  secondary  education  over  a  four- 
year  period.  By  a  vote  of  293-117  the 
House  adopted  a  stringent  anti-busing 
amendment  sponsored  by  Rep. 
Marvin  Esch,  Mich. 

The  amendment  incorporated  the 
exact  text  of  President  Nixon's  pro¬ 
posed  Equal  Education  Opportunities 
Act  which  died  in  a  Senate  filibuster 
in  1972.  It  prohibits  busing  of  school- 
children  to  achieve  racial  balance  un¬ 
less  other  alternatives  (such  as  per¬ 
mitting  students  to  transfer  to  schools 
with  a  minority  of  their  race)  have 
failed.  The  Senate  bill,  S.  1539,  will 
be  on  the  floor  soon.  An  anti-busing 
amendment  similar  to  the  House  bill, 
already  has  been  ini.od^ced  by  Sen. 
Edward  Gurney,  Fla. 

LOW-INCOME  HOUSING.  The 
Housing  Subcmte.  of  the  House  Bank¬ 
ing  and  Currency  Cmte.  was  marking 
up  housing  legislation  at  Newsletter 
press  time  which  is  expected  to  come 
before  the  full  Committee  within  a 
few  weeks.  If  passed,  this  legislation 
would  seriously  compromise  efforts  to 
provide  very  low  income  people  with 
decent  housing  at  rents  they  can 
afford. 

In  an  effort  to  stimulate  movement 
for  a  housing  program  that  would 
truly  serve  the  needs  of  very  low 


income  people.  Rep.  Parren  Mitchell, 
Md.,  and  17  co-sponsors  introduced 
H.R.  13985,  which  would  reinstate 
the  public  housing  program  in  an  im¬ 
proved  form.  This  legislation  was 
drafted  by  an  informal  coalition  of 
organizations  (including  FCNL)  which 
is  concerned  with  providing  housing 
for  poor  people.  Copies  of  the 
Mitchell  bill  and  his  introductory 
speech,  as  well  as  other  information 
on  low-income  housing  are  available 
from  FCNL. 

LEGAL  SERVICES  FOR  THE 
POOR.  H.R.  7824  was  expected  on 
the  floor  of  both  houses  by  mid-May. 
In  the  past  month  there  has  been 
widespread  expression  of  support  for 
the  Senate  version  of  H.R.  7824.  More 
than  half  the  States'  governors,  ap¬ 
proximately  200  mayors,  well  over 
100  state  and  local  bar  presidents 
and  numerous  civic  and  organiza¬ 
tional  leaders  have  expressed  their 
support.  Calls  or  telegrams  of  sup¬ 
port  from  constituents  are  needed. 

OFFICE  OF  ECONOMIC  OPPOR¬ 
TUNITY  (OEO).  The  House  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Labor  Cmte.  reported  a  bill 
April  30  that  transfers  OEO  programs 
to  HEW  (Health,  Education,  Welfare 
Dept.).  A  Community  Action  Agency 
would  be  set  up  in  HEW  and  the 
first  year  appropriation  would  be  $330 
million.  A  veto  is  certain,  so  all  Rep¬ 
resentatives  should  be  contacted  to 
support  this  bill  (H.R.  14449). 

ELECTIONS.  Will  you  raise  ques¬ 
tions  with  U.S.  Senate  and  House 
candidates  in  your  area?  Send  us 
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names  and  addresses  of  office  seek¬ 
ers  who  you  think  are  interested, 
and  we  will  send  them  our  Special 
Elections  Packet.  This  includes  the 
FCNL  Taxation,  Health  and  overall 
policy  statements;  Voting  Record  and 
Budget  Newsletters;  Questionnaire 
for  Candidates;  an  updated  chart  of 
"Major  National  Health  Insurance 
Plans,"  and  a  paper  on  military  spend¬ 
ing:  "Some  Questions  Americans  May 
Want  to  Ask  Themselves." 

CHANGES.  The  latest  personnel 
change  announced  among  Senators 
and  Congressmen  is  that  of  Rep. 
Robert  Steele,  Conn.,  who  is  resign¬ 
ing  to  run  for  Governor.  The  total 
now  is  43  Representatives  who  won't 
be  back  next  year  because  of  resigna¬ 
tions  and  retirements,  and  six  in  the 
Senate. 


The  Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation  includes 
Friends  appointed  by  22  Friends 
Yearly  Meetinfs  and  by  10  other 
Friends  organizations  in  the  United 
States.  Expressions  of  views  in  the 
FCNL  Wa»hington  New$letter  are 
guided  by  the  Statement  of  Policy 
prepared  and  approved  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee.  Seeking  to  follow  the  lead¬ 
ings  of  the  Spirit,  the  FCNL  speaks 
for  itself  and  for  like-minded 
Friends.  No  organization  can  speak 
officially  for  the  Religious  Society 
of  Friends. 

FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLET¬ 
TER.  Editor:  Paul  Brink.  Contribu¬ 
tors:  Cliff  Mesner,  Harold  Confer, 
Frances  Neely,  Marty  Fleischer,  Ed¬ 
ward  F.  Snyder,  Dale  Andrew,  Dick 
Post.  245  Second  St.,  N.E.,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.  20002.  Subscription 
$5.00  per  year,  $8.00  abroad  (air 
mail).  Single  copies  50#.  Published 
monthly  except  Angust-September, 
when  it  is  combined.  Telephone: 
(202  )  547-4343. 
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FIND  NEW  CONTRIBUTORS 

Will  you  double  your  state’s 
representation  for  FCNL? 
Each  contributor  is  being  sent 
a  chart  indicating  the  number 
of  donors  in  each  state  and 
the  amount  of  money  contrib¬ 
uted  in  the  past  two  years. 
Each  person  is  encouraged  to 
find  one  new  contributor  in 
1974  in  order  to  double  that 
state’s  representation. 
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